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OPENING REMARKS BY HER WORSHIP CLLR 

N.R.MOGOTLANE THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR OF 

WATERBERG DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY DURING 

THE BREAKFAST SESSION WITH THE OFFICE OF 

THE STATISTICIAN-GENERAL HELD ON THE 11TH 

NOVEMBER 2014 AT KORO KREEK GOLF ESTATE 

AT 9H00 IN MODIMOLLE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 

 

Programme Director, 

Mayor of Modimolle Local Municipality Cllr Kgaretja 

Lekalakala, 

Statistician- General Mr. Pali Lehohla and your team, 

Mayors from all our locals present, 

Speakers from all local municipalities, 

Chief Whips led by District Chief Whip, Cllr Morumudi, 

Members of the Mayoral Committee, 

All Councillors present, 

Municipal Managers led by District Municipal Manager, 

Mr Mabotja, 

Officials from Sector departments and municipalities, 

Representative from the Office of the Premier, 

Representative from Coghsta and SALGA 

Municipal Planners and Communicators, 
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Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

 

Good morning! 

 

It is a great honour for me to officially open this important 

gathering. We are meeting here this morning to get first- hand 

information on statistical data that will inform our planning 

process as municipalities in the Waterberg District. 

Waterberg District Municipality is made up of six local 

municipalities, namely: Lephalale, Mogalakwena, Mookgophong, 

Modimolle,  BelaBela and Thabazimbi with a total population of 

619 889  as per Census 2011.  

Programme Director, let me take this opportunity to applaud 

the Office of the Statistician- General for responding positively 

to our call and creating space out of your hectic schedule to be 

with us today.  

We also appreciate and acknowledge the sterling work by your 

office during the 2011 Census. We praise the office for 

improvements made by the STATS SA in the following areas: 

 Publicity and communication campaign including the 

development of new dissemination products; 

 Data processing that has led to improving the timeliness of 

the release and  

 Establishing a stable statistical infrastructure across the 

country including 54 permanent district offices. 
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Programme Director, the Waterberg District Municipality like 

other districts in the Limpopo Province, is facing developmental 

challenges and does not have adequate resources to provide 

basic services as enshrined in the Constitution and the 

Millennium Development Goals.  

Despite all the development challenges, Waterberg is the 

undiscovered Gem of South African Treasurers, land of intense 

beauty and colour reflected in the environment and its people. 

It has comparative advantages in mining, tourism and agriculture 

which cannot be matched by any district in the province. 

Waterberg is one of the fastest growing districts in Limpopo, 

given the development in Lephalale and Mogalakwena 

Municipalities in mining.  

In order to be on par with the developments, planning should 

be our area of priority, and planning is informed by data. 

We all agree that data collection begins with constraints. Firstly 

there is insufficient data for the planning purposes. Secondly the 

available data comes from a variety of sources that are often 

desperate leading to comparability problems due to lack of 

shared standards. 

This often leads to the temptations of using data from 

international agencies which does not reflect the reality on the 

ground. 

This is a concern because such data is not intended for national 

consumption but for international comparisons and very often it 

has very little bearing on the actual situation in the country as it 

usually imputed from a class of similar countries. 
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Many times there is local data available and yet there will be data 

available on the country on international websites. Even when 

attributions are based on local data the quality is often unknown 

or incorrect. 

Where it is imperative that international sources of data are 

used, it is also important that an effort is made to reconcile it 

with local data for quality purposes. 

It is against this background that we have invited the Office of 

the Statistician-General to share with us what is relevant for our 

planning going forward. 

On the 8th and 9th October 2014, Waterberg District 

Municipality hosted a successful Spatial Planning and Economic 

Development Summit with the primary objectives of: 

 Having  an audience with stakeholders from diverse 

disciplines both in  the public and   private sector under  

one roof and engage on how best to reconfigure the 

regional  space economy for   sustainable economic growth 

and development;    

 Developing a consolidated action plan for local economic 

development; 

 Developing  an investment framework for district 

programmes; 
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 Having Funding commitment for catalytically programmes 

by various role players, donors  and funding institutions 

and 

 Developing a clear plan as to how to provide and or release 

land for development. 

Programme Director, as an organ of state machinery we have a 

responsibility of pushing back the frontiers of poverty and 

unemployment. The afore-mentioned Summit resolved on the    

interrogation and interpretation of statistical data and analysis of 

development trends so as to inform the planning trajectory and 

development agenda.  

Up keeping with that mandate the District Municipality has 

invited the Statistician General, to robustly debate on the 

following:  

 Enrichment of numbers through qualitative research as 

frequently used on the findings from quantitative studies in 

order not to only show incidence but also the underlying 

causes. 

 Ensuring double-checks through “triangulation” so that 

statistical findings are actual correlations--and not simply 

coincidences. 

 How to effectively use available information and ensure 

that interpretations are made independently of desired 

results or predispositions 
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 The use of statistical data as the “morality police” for 

developmental science! 

Ladies and gentlemen, we are confident that this session will be 

able to assist us in addressing some of the service delivery and 

development challenges that we are confronted with district 

wide. 

Let me officially declare this session open by wishing you 

fruitful deliberations. 

Working together we move South Africa Forward. 

 

I THANK YOU. 

 


